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COMMFFEST Kicks Off Its 10 Year Anniversary with a 
Celebration of the Arts. 
For the last decade, the COMMFFEST global 
community film festival has been Toronto’s go-to 
film fest for filmmakers, film enthusiasts and audi-
ences who relish issues-oriented, multi genre cin-
ema from around the world. 

To commemorate its 10 year anniversary, COM-
MFFEST ups the ante by screening over 80+ local, 
national and international films, and for the first 
time expanding into a full-on multi-disciplinary 
celebration of the arts. 

“The worlds of visual art, music, dance or film 
are all inextricably linked,” says festival founder 
and CEO Sandie de Freitas. “To set ourselves 
apart from other film festivals whose sole focus is 
film, we’ve made a committed effort to reflect this 
multi-disciplinary synergy not just by presenting 
other art forms but by reflecting various artistic 
disciplines in the films themselves.” 

The 10th Annual COMMFFEST Global Commu-
nity Film and Arts Festival kicks off with a World 
Music night (Sept. 25, St. Lawrence Centre for the 

Arts) featuring Canada’s most accomplished reg-
gae band, multiple Juno Award-winning 
Messenjah debuting songs from their forthcom-
ing new album We’ve Had It. Legendary Soul/R&B 
music iconoclasts Crack of Dawn – the first black 
music band ever to be signed to a major recording 
contract in Canada – also join the bill for this one 
night only affair. Burgeoning rap talents 2-Large 
and Adam “Jive” Daley perform new music in 
support of these Canadian legends. 

Also appearing  on stage is filmmaker/musician 
Sharon Katz &The Peace Train whose film,When 
Voices Meet; One divided Country, One Struggle 
plays Saturday 5.45pm at the Rainbow cinema
(tickets are $37.00 for commffest world music)

COMMFFEST’s International Art Exhibit show-
cases the works of 20 international visual artists 
and launches alongside World Music Night inside 
the St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, with select 
pieces of artwork from this exhibit being dis-
played in the Metro Hall rotunda (55 John Street) 
throughout the duration of the festival.  

Sickle Cell Awareness Group Ontario
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opinions and street interviews. 
2.45 Pankaja Brooke 45 UK you’re the Enemy - 
Welcome Back!
This video tells the story of how some brave 
American veterans of the war in Vietnam have 
found resolution and healing by coming back to 
the place their country devastated, to help heal the 
legacy of the war. 

The amazing forgiveness and optimism of the Vi-
etnamese people as they welcome these former en-
emies with open arms is the most potent form of 
therapy for the Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome, 
and the guilt, which made the lives of many U.S. 
veterans so painful when they returned home.

This location is a free screening Sept 19th

Peace during war
Jennifer Machiorlatti   USA 16m 12.30
 Once on opposite sides of a street feud that re-
sulted in a tragic shooting death, two former rivals 
are united in speaking out against gang life and the 
violence it brings to communities. This documen-
tary short introduces Michael (Too Short) Wilder 
and Yafinceio (Big B) Harris, two former drug 
dealers and gang leaders now living in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. 

1.30The Price of Reunion or Lessons in Happi-
ness Natalia Gaisenok • 35 min 56 sec • Canada
The right to unite with parents has long been 
a cornerstone of Canada’s immigration policy. The 
film examines the challenges and triumphs of sen-
ior immigrants who come through family reunifi-
cation program. 

Are the senior immigrants a burden on society, or 
do they have the potential to contribute to it? This 
question is explored through the stories of some 
remarkable senior immigrant women, experts’ 

      COMMFFEST MALVERN  12.00PM-5.00PM Sept 19th
                   30 Sewells rd. Scarborough Malvern Public Library

Sept 23 -30
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 10 am series Wednesday Sept 23

Casablanca Calling
Rosa Rogers 62  U K 
Casablanca Calling is the story of a quiet social 
revolution in Morocco. In a country where 60% of 
women have never been to school, a new genera-
tion of women have started work as official Mus-

lim leaders or Morchidat.

17 Indians not required
Soniya Kirpalani 62 min UK
Ranjeet Kaur is desperately looking for her miss-
ing husband Dharmapal; Piarelal has been looking 
for his son Subhan, following their search uncov-
ers Punjab’s employment mafia, which tricks mi-
grant workers with illegal employment visas, that 
entraps them in forced labor overseas. 

Imba Means Sing Erin Bernhardt  USA 62m
As the celebrity drummer from the Grammy-
nominated African Children’s Choir, Moses re-
lies on his youthful resilience. Growing up in the 
slums of Kampala, Uganda, Moses and his family 
lack enough resources for him to even attend the 
first grade. Moses takes us on his one shot jour-
ney from poverty towards his dream of becoming 
a pilot. 
Plays with
The good boy Alice L. Lee USA 14 min
A morality tale, “the good boy” is a film about a 
young boxer who accepts a challenge to fight a 
brute of a man only to discover his opponent has 
the mental capacity of a five year old. This is an 
unflinching look at what happens when you feel 
honor bound to doing something you know is 
morally wrong. “the good boy” is about the deci-
sions we make and living with their consequences.

Seeing Siem Reap S. Smith Patrick 27:00 USA
A group of Cambodian street kids has a unique 
opportunity to take a photography and dance 
workshop empowering them with creative expres-
sion to use toward bettering their lives.
Plays with
Fåån (Valsaland)
Goblin Mikkanen 5min  Sweden
In this music video we follow a kid in his retro 
boys bedroom. A video about loneliness, exclu-
sion and self-injury in modern society. He mimes 
“Does anyone wanna be my friend?” in swedish. 
Music by Valsaland.
.Lilly’s Big Day
 Xstine Cook Movie • 4 min 42 sec • CANADA

Lilly, a 10-foot tall orange monster, steps out for a 
special day at Wilma’s Super Salon. Patrons gasp 
and stylists glitch as the affable giant bumbles her 
way through a beauty ritual like no other.

THURSDAY SEPT 24TH AM SERIES

Natural Life 67min USA Tirtza Even  
Natural Life is a feature length experimental docu-
mentary challenging inequities in the U.S. juvenile 
justice system by depicting, through documenta-
tion and reenactment, the stories of five individu-
als who were sentenced to Life Without Parole 
(Natural Life) for crimes they committed as youth.

King’s Seal Kim Mavromatis 63m Australia
King’s Seal is a film about Aboriginal people with 
little voice, fighting for justice and recognition of 
rights that were granted and enshrined in the law 
of the land, then denied.
King’s Seal reveals the hidden history of Australia’s 
first Aboriginal Land rights, documents the strug-
gle for recognition of rights that were granted then 
denied to South Australia’s Aboriginal people and 
exposes the breaches occuring today.

Healing Magdalene,” Donna Valverde 95 m USA
“Healing Magdalene,” a feature film about female 
genital mutilation (FGM). Female genital mutila-
tion is predominantly practiced throughout East-
ern, Central and Western Africa, and also extends 
to the Arabian Peninsula, Iraq, some occupied 
Palestinian territories, and certain immigrant 
communities in Europe, Australia, Canada, and 
the United States of America.
 Over 130 million girls and women worldwide are 
currently living with the consequences of FGM.

Am series all start at 10am Wed Sept 23 -30 Rainbow Cinema $5.00
(except Saturday and Sunday)
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 THURSDAY CONT’D SEPT 24

The Immigration Paradox
Lourdes Lee Vasquez   67 USA

Filmmaker Lourdes Lee Vasquez sets out on a 7 
year journey to understand why people would risk 
their lives to come to the U.S. However, her quest 
takes a shocking twist when she musters enough 
courage to cross the line at a protest and has an 
encounter with whom she believed was her enemy.

Defenders of Life Igor Darbo USA  94m
Hidden in the hills of Southern Costa Rica, the 
Ngöbe indigenous community is blowing on the 
last flames of an ancient civilization.

For Doña Carmen, the fight to pass on traditional 
ways of life will take a threatening turn when she 
walks young Esmeralda to her first-blood ritual…
...as Don Claudio, the respected elder, sets for a 
final mission to protect his tribe.

FRIDAY SEPT 25TH AM SERIES
Arctic Mosque
Nilufer Rahman and Saira Rahman Canada 69m

In 2010, a little mosque made an epic journey 
across Canada to the Arctic, where no mosque 
had gone before.

Amidst a world that responds to mosques with 
fear and controversy, a little prefabricated mosque 
makes its way across the trials and beauty of the 
Canadian landscape in a celebrated and unprec-
edented 4000 km (2500 mile) journey by road and 
river from the prairie city of Winnipeg to the small 
arctic town of Inuvik.

‘In the Shadow of Ebola Gregg Mittman 27 UK, 
Liberia am series

‘In the Shadow of Ebola’ is an intimate story of a 
family and a nation torn apart by the Ebola out-
break. We follow a Liberian student and his family 
living divided between the United States and Li-
beria, who open our eyes to the ripple effects the 
outbreak is having on Liberians living through this 
crisis. 

 FRIDAY SEPT 25TH AM SERIES cont’d

Of The Land Bryan Law 89min Canada

Within the last half century, our agriculture and 
food has changed more than it has changed be-
fore in several thousand years. New technologies 
and scientific ingenuity have given rise to geneti-
cally modified organisms (GMO) and other novel 
foods. Some people have raised concerns about 
the safety of GMOs in our food supply, given their 
incredible dominance in the majority of our diet.

The Whole Gritty City
Richard Barber 90m USA am series
Directors of three New Orleans marching bands 
prepare students to perform in the Mardi Gras 
parades. What emerges is a dramatic, music-filled 
story of children struggling to reach adulthood in 
one of America’s most impoverished and violent 
cities. Navigating the minefield of everyday urban 
life through moments of setback, loss, discovery, 
and triumph, these children and their adult lead-
ers reveal the power and resilience of a culture.

MONDAY SEPT  28TH AM SERIES

“Finding Edge Road“Monday Sept 28th 10 am

Brandy Yanchyk 52m Canada   
“Finding Edge Road“ follows the lives of asylum 
seekers from Somalia and Iraq who have found 
themselves in eastern Finland.

“Finding Edge Road” shows how immigration is 
changing and challenging a small city in Finland. 
It explores how the city of Lieksa in Eastern Fin-
land near the Russian border is dealing with a 
recent influx of new asylum seekers from Somalia 
and Iraq. The newcomers have moved to vacant 
council flats on a street called “Edge Road.”

Buffalo Nation: The Children Are Crying
Lesley Abbey 96m USA  am series

“Buffalo Nation: The Children Are Crying” depicts 
the tragic way of life for the rural, isolated Lakota 
people living on the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva-
tion in South Dakota. This documentary focuses 
on the devastation in which the children of the 
Lakota Sioux Nation are forced to live. The chil-
dren are filled with despair, and as a result, they 
are committing suicide at an alarming rate. They 
are crying for help!
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TUESDAY SEPT 29TH AM SERIES

Umudugudu! Rwanda 20 years on
Giordano Cossu 36m France
Rwanda, twenty years on: former genocide killers 
and survivors live together once again in former 
or newly built umudugudus (villages). Haunted by 
their past and fearing an uncertain future, how is 
life together, when your neighbour is the one who 
killed your family?
Plays with
Hi, Miss! Dionne Edwards 11m UK
Sparks fly between shutter clicks when quarreling 
teenage photography students, Kleo and Femi, are 
told to take each other’s portrait.

Vamos a Hablar/Let’s Talk  10 AM 
Kristine Diekman 66 min  USA am series

What if Latina teens and their families talked 
about sexual health, reproduction and dating 
openly and early? Vamos a Hablar/Let’s Talk fore-
grounds the voices and experiences of teen moth-
ers and fathers who feel that open conversation 
with adults would have been the best prevention 
strategy. 

WEDNESDAY  SEPT 30 am SERIES

Vanishing Borders Alexandra Hidalgo 91m US
Vanishing Borders tells the story of four im-
migrant women living in New York City, who 
through their work, relationships, and activism 
are transforming not only their lives but the lives 
of those around them. 

The film places a human, female face on the often 
abstract issue of immigration, inviting audiences 
to experience the profound happiness, pain, and 
sense of discovery that comes from leaving one’s 
home behind and settling down in a new country.

Software from Hard Rocks Aashish Kumar 41m 
USA  am series
Software from Hard Rocks is the story of relocated 
homes, ruptured livelihoods, and disrupted lega-
cies in the city of Hyderabad, India. Told from the 
point of view of its filmmaker Aashish Kumar, it 
traces how forces of globalization bring together 
the destinies of hi-tech reverse migrants from Sili-
con Valley and beleaguered Andhra farmers. 
The film provides a space for the many voices that 
are engaged in a contest to define what modern 
Indian cities should represent. It is intended as a 
provocative entry point for every global citizen, 
urban activist, and city planner to engage in vi-

brant discussion about how to lay bare our collec-
tive histories in a world threatening to erase and 
flatten them.

Plays with 2 shorts
The Other Girl  and Beep

10 am Series Wednesday

Thank you for answering me  am series
Mariachiara Pernisa 65m Italy
A mysterious message carried by a balloon sparks 
doubts, questions and an unexpected journey 
starting from Italy. Destination: the south of 
France.

10 am series
THE URBAN WORLD Warren Bass 41m USA
THE URBAN WORLD follows the experiences of 
one family living in a mixed Hindu/Muslim slum 
as they and 18,000 other families are evicted from 
their homes on the banks of India’s Sabarmati Riv-
er to make way for a massive development project. 
School Zone Barry Gamba 11m Australia
12-year olds Jared and Yasmin wait in silence 
outside the principal’s office, while on the other 
side of the door, their parents’ arguments escalate 
on their behalf. Differences get sorted out in the 
school zone.
URBANOS  Alessandra Nilo 15m Brazil
URBANOS reflects on the alienation of the senses 
in the urban agglomeration, disorganized in its 
chaos, in a logic quite hard to understand or ac-
cept. The film exposes the failures of a civilization 
gone awry through the cycles of gender, sexual, 
racial, and political power relations.
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 Saturday  Sept 26 10am

I am NOT from Barcelona
Stéphane Leclercq 73 m Belgium
Alex, a 21 year old Belgian starts a hunger strike to 
protest his friend being deported

Series of tantalizing shorts 
10am $10.00 for all

Becoming Nanci Blu Cynthia C Farley 15 min 
Canada
This is an an intimate and raw look at why a popu-
lar Vancouver character actor decided to ditch act-
ing to become a woman and pursue a career as a 
singer-songwriter.
When the Party Ends KT Curran 17m USA
When the Party Ends is an exciting, short film 
about a group of GLBTQ friends exploring life, 
love, and relationships in a world where being 
in love, can mean risking it all. Set in an upscale 
nightclub in Sarasota, Florida, 
 The Burp Below Alexander Bullen-Genis 6m 
Canada
The Burp Below (2015) is a documentary about 
our societies stigma on flatulence and what the 
public and private relationships feel about the 
common bodily function.
Disappear Simon Direen Australia 9m
Jerry, a fifteen-year-old tormented outcast, makes 
his way across a busy city armed with a homemade 
bomb and an emotional letter to an old friend.
The Happiness Conspiracy
Edouard Dufour-Boiteau 11m Canada
 Stuck between the four walls of the child psy-
chiatry department, Michael is having a hard time 
coming back to work. The consultations with Ju-
lien are putting his life in retrospect.

A SHAMAN’S JOURNEY 
KATE THOMPSON-GORRY 52m 10am
Kgonta Bo, 79, is one of the last shamans of the 
Kalahari San Bushmen from North-East Namibia. 
In turn village healer, soothsayer and storyteller, 
this delightful soon-to be
great-grandfather takes us on a unique adventure. 
For the first time in his life, he is to leave his tra-
ditional village to “fly through the clouds into the 
unknown, to the big city of Johannesburg”.

 Series of tantalizing shorts $10.00
The Meek S.I.T.E. Doug Lewis 5m Canada
It has been said that the meek shall inherit the 
earth. Fife discovers just what that means after dy-
ing. Due to his humbleness and patience, God puts 

him in the world to assist people with letting go of 
the world as they die and try to come to terms.
Smallman: The World My Father Made
Rayya Mustapha 11m, Trinidad & Tobago
John Ambrose Kenwyn Rawlins was an ordinary 
man of modest means. He was a good father, 
grandfather and husband; an obedient public 
servant. 
Horse whisperer Ratmir Lutfullin 23m Russia
The story tells us about complicated relationship 
between the former equestrian Samson (now be-
ing a horse-riding trainer) and his horse, suffer-
ing from incurable illness – getting in its old age. 
Samson can’t deal with forthcoming passing of his 
good friend.
The Lady in Red Mikhail Uchitelev Germany 
15m
He met her several times during his life, but only 
at their final encounter he started to understand 
who she is.
Sinkers Ian Pozzebon 16m Canada 
Wannabes deal with shortcomings and limitations 
in the harsh face of the everyday underworld.
THE AUDITION Attila Rostas 13m USA
 English The Audition is a fatal collision of a cyni-
cal casting agent and a young Vietnamese dancer. 
Racial tension freezes their short encounter when 
a strange phone call pushes the agent toward his 
demons.

Raise Up: The World is Our Gym 10am
Rain Bennett 98m USA
Raise Up is a documentary that captures the “street 
workout” world as it shifts from an underground 
workout regimen to a mainstream cultural move-
ment. Starting in NYC parks, this style of extreme 
calisthenics is revolutionizing push-ups, pull-ups, 
and dips, as well as changing the way people main-
tain and protect the health of their communities.

12. 30pm Living as Struggle: Story of a Home-
steader in Ten Chapters   
Zishun Ning 37m USA
As New York City rents continue to rise, and even 
middle-class professionals struggling to stay in the 
city, how do working-class people survive? Living 
As Struggle tells the story of a Brooklyn native - 
one of the tens of thousands displaced from the 
neighborhoods where their families have lived for 
generations. Made in collaboration with Marcus 
Moore - aka the Homeless Poet .
 Contender 8 minutes David Scala USA
When her father inexplicably leaves, a 10-year-
old girl must venture into New York City to find 
a way to provide for her ailing mother and young 
brother.

regular screenings  Saturday26th - Wednesday 30th  evening $10.00 per 
screening
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Vishal Sumit Judge 9m CANADA
Vishal, a 22-year old international student, finds 
himself in a dingy, crowded suburban basement, 
trying to determine how he can balance work and 
school. 

3.00pm Claudia Adams 65m USA
Claudia Kanne knew something invisible was kill-
ing her but no one would believe her. Her doctor 
told her husband she was psychotic. DRY-CLEAN 
ONLY is the true story of Claudia Kanne’s death-
bed fight to protect others by proving her doctor 
wrong. 
plays with Mel
Mel Behzad Sedghi 23m Canada
When Mel, a shy kindergarten assistant, drops by 
the home of one of his pupils to return a pair of 
shoes, he enters a purgatory where he finds him-
self incapable of leaving even though no one tries 
to hold him back.

Sat 4.30pm Runaway Overture   Adam Grannick 
USA 18m
plays at PAL  110 The Esplanade /Church St. To-
ronto

What if the great pieces of classical music could 
be brought to life? Inspired by the Overture to 
Tannhäuser and shot without dialogue, Runaway 
Overture tells the story of an orphaned young 
painter who leaves home for the last time, willing 
to brave all obstacles for an opportunity in New 
York City. At the same time, it also tells the story 
of an aging painter who struggles to let go of his 
dreams of becoming a great artist and renew his 
relationship with his estranged daughter. Runa-
way Overture uses visual storytelling to open up 
the world of classical music to newer, younger, and 
more diverse audiences.

(followed by a panel discussion on the influences 
of art on society)
 
5.45pm Sat 26 When Voices Meet: One Divided 
Country; One United Choir; One Courageous 
Journey
86 min • Documentary, Drama, Music, History 
Nancy Sutton Smith Sharon Katz and Marylin Co-
hen USA, South AFrica
When Nelson Mandela was finally released from 
prison, South African musician and music thera-
pist Sharon Katz joined with singer/educator Non-
hlanhla Wanda to bring together 500 courageous 
Black and White youth and form a multiracial 
choir that would break through Apartheid’s barri-
ers. Threatened with bombs and thwarted at every 

turn, they prevailed and railroaded across the 
country aboard The Peace Train.

Sat 8.30pmForgotten Eleanor Mc grath 39 min 
Canada
‘Forgotten’ is about the yearning to know one’s his-
tory -- what began with a fire at 295 George Street 
in Toronto becomes the catalyst to share the story 
of over 100,000 children who came to Canada as 
indentured farm labour and domestics. This is the 
forgotten history of many Canadians, both of the 
children themselves and their descendants.
 plays with
The Map Rob Letourneau 15m Canada
The story of two musicians trying to get to a gig 
and the people they encounter to get there.

followed by a panel discussion

Sunday Sept 27 10am 
The Z-Nail Gang Anton Steel 86m New Zealand
A ‘feel good’ comedic eco-drama, The Z-Nail 
Gang is an ensemble piece celebrating the strength 
of community. Set in a small modern day coastal 
town, where mega-mining threatens the lives of its 
inhabitants, The Z-Nail Gang is a true ‘David vs 
Goliath’ tale.

Everywhere Alone - The Painter Soshana
Selina Nowak 48 m Austria sun 10am

The documentary “Everywhere Alone” portrays 
the Austrian painter Soshana Afroyim, who trav-
elled the world and whose works were displayed 
across the globe.
At the age of 11 Soshana was forced to flee from 
the Nazis, first to Switzerland, then to London and 
finally to the United States.

The Decision Joydeep Das 60m USA sun 10am
Siddhanto - The Decision (Language Bengali with 
English subtitles) is a feature narrative based on 
the experiences of parents who has migrated to the 
US to live permanently with their children. The 
film focuses on their expectations and the reality 
of starting to live in a foreign land at an older age. 
Interactions with their children and the society at 
large leads to self introspection of the characters 
and their vulnerabilities.

Enter The Faun  sun 1.30pm
Tamar Rogoff & Daisy Wright 60m sThe unlikely 
collaboration between a veteran choreographer 
and a young actor with cerebral palsy delivers 
astonishing proof that each and every body is 
capable of miraculous transformation. As Tamar 
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Rogoff trains Gregg Mozgala to dance in her per-
formance, they discover that her lack of formal 
medical training and his fears and physical limi-
tations are not obstacles, but the impetus for her 
choreography and their unprecedented discover-
ies. 

Plays with
Safar (Journey) Mariam Zaidi 15m Canada
Safar is a film about Rabab, a young woman who 
lives with cerebral palsy and the way in which Ca-
nadian exclusionary immigration policies restrict 
her attempt to migrate to Canada.
Alive To Possibility Jonathan Keijser 22m USA
Can one’s perception of a situation change the 

situation itself? “Alive To Possibility” is the uplift-
ing story of three men from vastly different back-
grounds and how each has chosen to be “alive to 
possibility” when facing the road bumps of life.
 Dignity Tom Verrall 7m UK
DIGNITY takes place in a residential care home in 
suburban England.
The story focuses on CAPTAIN TAYLOR, a re-
tired naval officer. Due to his fragility and loneli-
ness, his life now has little quality and his situation 
is made worse by the lack of care shown by the 
staff.

4.00pm sun 27 P.S. I Can’t Breathe Rochelle 
White`20m USA (3 films play together )
As the New York City streets fill up with a mul-
ticultural blanket of people, a landmark protest 
sparks the onset of a peaceful revolution. People 
here are Demanding Justice in the Eric Garner, 
Michael Brown, Akai Gurley, and many other cas-
es where excessive police force, hostility, and bru-
tality led to death of unarmed black men. This un-
censored glimpse inside December’s MillioScript 
of hope lost and shattered dreams when justice is 
not equal for everyone.
Wheels of Soul Randall Wilson 25 USA
Wheels of Soul is the only racially mixed 1% out-
law motorcycle club in the world.

The predominantly black club must contend with 
not only the social stereotyping against bikers in 
the “civilian” world, but with the racial bias in the 
violent world of outlaw bikers.

The Wheels of Soul documentary allows the audi-
ence a voyeuristic peek into the lives of these pri-
vate men and their families. The members speak 
frankly on racism, the history of the club, the bik-
er lifestyle and day-to-day struggle on the mean 
streets of Philadelphia.
This Was My Son Rob Underhill 7m USA

THIS WAS MY SON is the true story of the 
American Civil Rights icon, Mamie Till 
(mother of Emmett Till), and the tragedy that 
inspired her to spend her life battling social 
injustice and racial prejudice

Sunday 6.30 Recycling Medea
Director: Asteris Kutulas 66m Germany
PAL 110 The Esplanade /Church

Not just an unique music film. Not just a bal-
let film. Not just a political film essay. Here, 
an antique Greek tragedy serves as an astute 
metaphor for Europe’s current tragedy. Me-
dea kills her own children. Society has turned 
against its offspring and thus kills their future. 
The balletic retelling of a mother murdering 
her two kids, choreographed by Renato Zanel-
lo, is based on Euripides’ play and features the 
opera music by world famous Greek composer 
Mikis Theodorakis.

Closing Night Film 
wednesday  sept 30 6.30pm
takes place at Marche BCE place. Bay/Wel-
lington

ARCHIE ALLEYENE JAZZ TALKING 
BLUES 
23m Sandie de Freitas CANADA

The film is based on a series  created by
Sandie de Freitas intended for tv that docu-
ments  the contributions  made to Jazz in 
Canada by Black Musicians .

It is also to commemerate to celebrate the life 
of Jazz Drummer great Archie Alleyene who 
passed July 2105.

 

 

 

Schedule may change slightly 
for a more detailed look at the schedule 
and correct times please go to 

www.commffest.com
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Antoine Gaber
CANADA

Antoine Gaber, twice award winning film Pro-
ducer/Director, also Contemporary Artist Photog-
rapher and Impressionist Painter, twice awarded 
by the President of the Biennale Internazionale 
dell’Arte Contemporanea, of Florence Italy, with 
the prestigious Prize of the “Lorenzo il Magnifico” 
for his artistic career, is the curator of this impor-
tant event.

Gaber launched in 2004 his International Program 
“Passion for Life” (Latin America, Europe, Canada) 
for objective to increased cancer awareness and 
raised funds for research. Gaber brought art to life 
with “Passion for Life” and brought “Hope for life” 
to patients struggling with this disease. 

www.antoinegaber.com

CHRYSANTHEMUM IN 
FULL BLOOM 03
91.4 x 91.4cm (36” x36”)
Swirl Digital Photography / 
Split image print on Canvas.
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Asiza
CANADA

Finding out at 35 that she had an identical twin sis-
ter half a world away was a pivotal moment in Asiza’s 
life. Since the age of six, Asiza has been drawing the 
female figure but she never really understood why. 
Growing up as an only child, she had always longed 
for a sister and she now realizes that her drawings 
and paintings was a way of staying connected to her 
twin.

At the age of eleven, Asiza’s family settled in Calgary 
after a dramatic defection from communist Roma-
nia.  By 1986, Asiza had graduated from the Alberta 
College of Art with a degree in Visual Communi-
cation Design and immediately landed a job as an 
art director in Vancouver for Woodward’s and later 
with ad agency Palmer Jarvis (now DDB). 
 It wasn’t until 2012 that Asiza decided to start mak-
ing paintings full time. She spends countless hours 
in her Vancouver studio creating her canvases, hon-
ing her skills and expressing an innate connection 
to her twin sister.

www.asiza.ca

ENDEARMENT
76 x 101 cm  (30” x 40”)
Acrylic on canvas
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Bardia Khosravi 
CANADA

Bardia Khosravi is a Generative Artist who
creates his unique pieces by using algorithms, and 
generative software processes. Inspired by evolu-
tion in nature, Bardia employs evolutionary opera-
tions such as crossover and mutation to implement 
evolutionary design in his artwork. 

Bardia holds a bachelor’s degree in Software Engi-
neering from Budapest University of Technology 
and Economics and a Master’s degree in Systems 
Design Engineering from University of Waterloo. 

His passion for generative art started in the year 
2008 when he was involved in a project that would 
aim to answer the question “if computers can make 
art”, and since then he has devoted his efforts to de-
velop a system that enables computers to create art 
using artificial intelligence principles.

www.generativeart.ca

LIGHT BEAMS
127 X 101cm (50”x 40”)
Generative Art, Digital (Canvas Print)
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PROTECTOR
54.6 X 67.3cm (21.5”x 26.5”) Framed
Watercolor, tea and ink

Darcie Hodge 
CANADA

Darcie Hodge is a 30-year-old award-winning art-
ist living in British Columbia, Canada with her 
husband and their two children. 

Often painting using unconventional materials 
such as coffee and teas she paints unique pieces 
of art with products that are both fair trade and 
organic. She also enjoys working with watercolor, 
ink, acrylic, colored pencils and graphite.

www.darciehodge.com
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Diana Calvillo
MEXICO

Diana Calvillo distinguished artist for the quality 
and originality of her artwork that reflects the Mexi-
can Contemporary culture. In her artworks Diana 
Calvillo fuses important elements of the mexican in-
dustry such as glass, aluminum and metals.  

Diana during her artistic career has been present 
in 62 solo exhibitions and 271 group exhibitions in 
Mexico, USA, France, Chech Republic, Germany, 
South America, Monte Carlo, Monaco, Italy and 
Canada. 

www.dcalvi.com

EVA
76 X 36 X 20cm 
(29.9” x 14.4”x 7.9”)
Metal with glass fused in sand
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BEAUTIFUL GANGA
59 X 44.4 cm (23.1/4” x 17 1/2”)
Giclée Paper Print of photograph 

Eppi Sukhu 
CANADA

Eppi Sukhu MHSc., is a self-taught artist who paints 
for pleasure, as well as a developmental services ad-
vocate for a local non-profit organization, founder 
of BlissfulSelf.com, and director of Blissful Self Inc. 
Eppi uses acrylic paints, photography, mixed media, 
and digital tools to create artwork. 

She endeavors to depict uncommon perspectives on 
personal growth, spirituality, and relationship in her 
art, especially via images of nature, people, and ab-
straction. Spirituality, meditation, emotion, and the 
observation of subtle relationships strongly inspire 
her work.
Eppi presently resides in Toronto, Canada, where 
she enjoys the company of loved ones, including her 
peppy turtle named Oregano.

http://eppisukhu.wix.com/arts
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Eva Smeke
MEXICO

In Eva’s Smeke work we can appreciate a different 
way to approach nature. Eva is always concerned 
about time, the bodies’ and matter corruption, 
fragility of nature and the insensibility and our 
diminish of sense of wonder as well as our inabil-
ity of observing provoked by the visual pollution 
that invades us now at days.

Eva Smeke uses several elements to compose her 
work: old car windows obtained from scratch, 
foam boards and cardboards found in waste 
deposits, these function as support. The main 
characters are dry, fallen tree leaves that are res-
cued in their death and putrefaction. Eva makes 
a portrait of these leaves to capture their perfec-
tion as they struggle against the changes caused 
by the passage of time, as she gives them another 
meaning. As she unites all these elements, she 
gets rid of their utility and gives them a new life, 
turning them into art. 

www.evasmeke.com

SKIN 7
50.8 X 43.1cm (20”x 17”)
Digital print with latex water based 
inks over vinyl and glass window 
from car.
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Gabriele Craig 
CANADA

New creations are works produced on Mylar, in-
corporating mixed media. This transparent mate-
rial allows for the manipulation of images on both 
sides. The result has been the Seascapes and Forest 
Series. Expressing myself and the world around 
me through drawing and painting has been a 
“Leitfaden” throughout my life. My background 
as a cartographer, interior designer and art thera-
pist, all have influenced the style and images of my 
work. This found expression in the geometrically 
ordered, aesthetically pleasing, or ultimately or-
ganic images.

What has always captured my interest has been to 
express how and what we feel in an abstract man-
ner. It is a representation of nature and the
feeling our experience of nature evoke. The me-
dium evolved from oils to watercolor to mixed 
media, encaustic and mylar. 

www.artandtherapygabrielecraig.net

TREE COLLAGE
45.7 X 45.7cm (18”x 18”)
Watercolor and Mixed Media on 
Mylar
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SWINGING
100 X 100cm (39.4”x 39.4”)
Acrylic on canvas 

Heidegrit Gröening
GERMANY

Heidegrit Groening was born 1944 in Germany.  
After studying mathematics and music she lives 
as a freelance artist in Hamburg and St. Peter-Or-
ding. Travelling and sailing all over the world and 
things of daily life gave the pulse for her artworks.

Exhibitions in Germany, Italy, Spain
Intern. Biennalen: Hamburg 2012, Palermo 2015 / 
EFFETTO ARTE, Barcelona 2015 / 
Ea editore. 
Art Fairs: art maritime / hanseboot Hamburg 
2008 - 2015, Bremen 2011, Amsterdam 2015 
Prizes and Awards 2015: International Rome Im-
periale Prize;  Guglielmo II / Monreale; Genius of 
Art / Palermo ; Critic´s Award / Over Art; Marco 
Polo / Venice.

www.heidegritgroening.de
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NIAGARA BIRD KINGDOM
121.9 X 91.4cm (48”X36”)
Oil on canvas

Irene Trigg Mottadelli
CANADA

Irene Trigg Mottadelli is a resident to Toronto, On-
tario, Canada. She has studied with a number of dis-
tinguished artists in the United States and Canada. 
In New York City she attend the Art Student’s league 
where she is now a member. 

Mottadelli has won prizes for painting in watercol-
our and oil, and has had work reproduced by Posters 
International, Toronto. Her watercolour, “Homage 
to Gaugin”, was presented to Neyagawa, Japan by its 
sister-city, Oakville, Ontario. Mottadelli’s paintings 
are included in private and corporate collections in 
Canada and internationally including the Gauguin 
Museum, Tahiti, the University of Ottawa, and the 
University of Winnipeg. 

Also see Irene Mottadelli in The National Art Gal-
lery Archives
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Jordan Clayton
CANADA
 
Jordan Clayton is a young artist who specializes in 
painting and drawing. His most recent solo exhibi-
tion was A Conversation with Taxonomy held at Stu-
dio Sixty Six Gallery in Ottawa, ON.  His most recent 
group show, Portal of Enigma, was held at Agora-
Gallery in Chelsea, NY.

The current objective of his work is to monumen-
talize the microscopic by representing the processes 
and happenings of organisms whose existences are 
invisible to the naked eye.  

He (carefully) cultivates different single-celled or-
ganisms, samples and viruses in his studio for the 
purposes of studying.  His pseudo-scientific obser-
vations are conceptualized and represented using 
visual art.  He uses gesture, color, and form to create 
luscious paintings that evoke a reading of the ethe-
real.   

www.jordanclayton.org

LAKESHORE PETRICHOR
71.1 x 76.2cm (28” x 30”)
Oil on linen
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John MacPherson
CANADA

John Macpherson was born in Toronto, Ontario were 
he still lives and works. He attended and received de-
grees from Western University and than also gradu-
ated from the Ontario College of Art & Design Uni-
versity for Graphic Design. 

He was a money market trader and switched to pur-
sue his true passion in Graphic Design as he founded 
his own company in 2000 and designed packaging for 
customers like Home Hardware, BMC Coaters, Chi-
na Brush Corp. and Pintar Manufacturing Corp. 

www.Jmacpopart.com

JOHN LENNON
“You may say I am a dreamer”
91.4 X 121.9cm (36”x 48”)
Mixed medium including 
Latex and Oil
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CLIMBING
121.9 X 121.9cm  (48”x 48”)
Acrylic, Sand and mixed media

Lina Faroussi 
SYRIA

My art explores a magic world in which figurative paint-
ing coexists with abstraction. Although my medium is  
Abstract Expressionism, you can always find human fig-
ures in my paintings. I have lived in many countries and 
explored different cultures and traditions, an experience 
I try to bring into my art. I mostly use acrylic and mixed 
media, Japanese paper, fabric, and photo transfer mixed 
with acrylic. 

Each one of my paintings mirrors a different state of mind 
or an echo from the past representing my Middle Eastern 
background.  It is emotional on many levels.

I paint to reflect our reality, hoping to give viewers a dif-
ferent story every time they look. I hope that people will 
comprehend my paintings in their own way and build an 
inner connection with them.  

www.linaartgallery.com
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Acrylic on canvas  30x40 inches

Lubna Mousa   
CANADA

Born and raised in Baghdad amidst
sociopolitical instability, art has been my release 
for as long as I can remember. It has allowed me 
to vent out on the surrounding hardships, and 
gave me hope.

Moreover, my architectural background also 
serves as an artistic influence by further enrich-
ing my artworks’ composition with grids
and geometrical shapes. 

Another influence stems out from the work I did 
with the United Nations and Non-governmental 
Organizations.
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Luliana Tirado Mayer 
MEXICO

Artist with more than 20 years of experience. Dur-
ing her artistic career Luliana had participated in 
several group and personal exhibitions in differ-
ent cities around the country. Among them we can 
mention, the Sebastian Gallery Foundation and the 
Clock tower Gallery in Mexico.

One of her main goals as an artist has been the pro-
motion of social awareness through art generating 
strategies linked to social and philanthropic organi-
zations.

Luliana uses abstract expressionism and pop art as 
a platform to express herself in art, which leads us 
to delve into that inner world reflected in each one 
of her artworks.

Facebook Luliana Tirado Mayer artista

BREAKING THE CITY
60 X 100cm (23.6” X 39.4”)
Mixed Media
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TRUE BEAUTY
’Delena Providence’
76.2 X 76.2cm (30”x 30”)
Acrylic & Oil Paint on Canvas

Malinda Prud’homme 
CANADA

Malinda Prud’homme is a talented Mixed Media 
and Portrait Artist working from her cozy studio 
in Toronto’s Art & Design District. Her passion is 
creating impressive work that expresses the mes-
sage that ALL women; no matter their age, size, 
ethnicity, or personal style; are uniquely beautiful 
exactly as they are. 

When she is not creating original art she loves to 
put her brushes to work on custom requests. There 
is nothing more fulfilling than creating a piece 
that will be cherished for generations to come.

www.MalindaPrudhomme.com
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Michelle Dinelle
CANADA

I am a self-taught Abstract Artist based in Toronto 
currently working with acrylic paints on canvas.

My interest in art began at a young age. I was 
very fortunate to have parents and teachers that 
encouraged my creative curiosity to explore all 
things ART - sketching, painting, sculpture and 
photography.

 I studied Graphic Art Design, though not pursued 
as a career, my need to be creative through art has 
continued and my commitment to my work as an 
artist an extremely important part of my life.

 This is my passion - A journey I share with you!
 

www.michelledinelle.com

Ruffled Feathers
76.2 x 101.6cm (30 x 40”)
Acrylic on Canvas
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Natxo Zenborain 
SPAIN

If artists always open up a certain aspect of their 
work, Natxo does the opposite by bringing to light 
a dazzling array of personal, surprising revela-
tions. This compendium of voices seems to echo 
from the very same place and moment. 

He once thought it was well worth crossing the 
psychedelic, colorful threshold from where he 
could discern a world packed with vertigoes, far 
away from the present society. 

That is the common theme in Natxo’s original 
artwork: Movement, weightlessness, blurred lim-
its, and a maze of appearances, which end up in 
pure fun. His attitude is not constrained by ‘-isms’ 
whatsoever; it finds reflection in his maverick self.

www.zenborain.com

WOMAN BLUE
50 X 60cm (19.7”x 23.6”)
Photography
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Roberta Grewcock
CANADA

Roberta lives & works in Kelowna, B.C, Canada as a profes-
sional artist. She has had 21 group exhibitions & 17 Solo 
exhibitions globally. She was given the Nelson Mandela Hu-
man Rights award, praised for her personal theory as applied 
to Contemporary art. 

She was made a Master of Contemporary art and has been 
given numerous awards for her stylistic value and artistic 
merit. On September 25th She will receive the Marco Polo 
Art Ambassador International Prize in Venice, Italy. Her 
paintings were selected this year for the book “THE BEST 
Modern and Contemporary ARTISTS 2015 by Salvatore & 
Francesco Russo. Roberta’s work will also be in “WE CON-
TEMPORARY” Volume 1-presented in Milan, Kiev, & Paris. 

In a critical review by Dr. Salvatore Russo: “Grewcock’s works 
are hurricanes that scream the truth, marking the founda-
tion of an informal painting of the highest level. Fascinating 
works, destined to remain in the memory for many years.

http://www.robertagrewcock.com

DREAM IT 2 (Hope)
76 X 60cm (30”x 23.6”)
Acrylic on canvas
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Tashi Khan
UK

Tashi was born into a family where art and culture 
were important and had been important for genera-
tions. Tashi imbued an early appreciation of the arts 
from her immediate environment from as far back as 
she can remember. Poets and artists came and stayed 
for long periods doing family portraits and art. She 
remembers watching spellbound as they worked 
with brushes, knives and pallets. Her parents recog-
nized her interest and inclination and encouraged 
her to paint. She has not looked back. 

Her work is a dialogue in contemporary times, a nar-
rative that resonates a sense of precariousness that 
has come to signify our times. If anything, it chal-
lenges the sense of the immovable, the permanent. 
It embraces vulnerability & fragility. The focus shifts 
from the changes that are observable & felt to those 
that are often unacknowledged & immutable, a sense 
that the beliefs & certainties that defined our world 
have changed irrevocably.

www.tashikhan.co.uk

CAT’S CRADLE
55 X 79cm (21.7”x 31.1”)
Abstract/ cubist, acrylic on Canvas
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Torin Craig
CANADA

Torin Craig is an emerging young artist and musi-
cian from Toronto. Teaching himself to draw at a 
young age, he then pursued private training in acryl-
ic painting techniques and later took classes in oil 
paint at the Toronto School of Art. 

He works to combine these various mediums and 
styles in his creations and the use of texture and col-
lage often is featured in many works. 

www.torincraig.com

NIRVANA
106.7 X 81.3cm (42”x 32”)
Mixed Media, Acrylic on Canvas 
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THE HANDS THAT LIGHT THE SPARK
61 X 111.8cm (24”x 44”)
Digital image shot in Chrome

William Eke-Spiff
CANADA

I am a self taught graphic artist, photographer and 
animator. I shoot photographs in Black and White, 
Chrome and colour. I shoot photographs to tell the 
hidden or untold story. 

I create images and motion images, with the aim of 
revealing the truth in the moment. I am a Nigerian 
Citizen, currently residing in Canada and pursuing 
a career in Branding and Design. I aim at creating 
from an unorthodox perspective.

              http://spiffart.com
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A great thank you 
to all those who 
supported 
Commffest and saw 
us through our first 
10 years.




